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Overview  

The Aurora Ave Project is a joint development between King 

County Metro and Seattle Department of Transportation (SDOT). 

Together, we are working to develop a refreshed planning and 

design study for Aurora Ave (from Harrison St to N 145th St) with 

funding from a WSDOT Pedestrian and Bicycle Program grant 

received in 2021. Additional funding comes from King County 

Metro and the Levy to Move Seattle.  

Between July and October 2022, we conducted community 

outreach to better understand ways to improve safety, mobility, 

and accessibility for all travelers along Aurora Avenue to address 

the needs of residents, businesses, and corridor stakeholders. 

This report presents our work over the summer, through both in-

person and online activities, which gathered input from more 

than 2,000 people. Overall, the feedback received indicates that 

the Aurora Avenue Project should prioritize improvements for 

people walking, such as adding sidewalks and crosswalks, as well 

as improving existing pedestrian infrastructure. Additionally, 

people mentioned high speed and high traffic volume as a 

concern along the corridor. Input received also highlights the 

need for more east-west transit connections and keeping current 

stops in better condition. We also received comments on 

improvements indirectly related to road infrastructure, most 

expressing social concerns, such as personal safety and crime. 

These social concerns were shared with the Seattle Police 

Department and Human Services for appropriate follow-up and 

we will continue to engage external agencies to explore options 

for addressing these concerns.  

During our outreach we provided communication assets in 

Chinese, English, Korean, Spanish, Tagalog, Tigrinya, and 

Vietnamese to promote diverse participation and partnered with 

community leaders to engage with residents. We also conducted 

door-to-door business outreach and promoted our survey through 

multicultural media outlets, as well as digital tactics such as email 

outreach, social media, and display ads. 

 

Project background 

 



4 | AURORA AVE PROJECT ς OUTREACH REPORT, 2022 
 

Aurora Ave N/State Route 99 corridor is one of the highest traffic volume streets within the Seattle city 

limits. This north-south corridor offers one of the busiest bus routes within the Seattle City limits, is critical 

for freight movement, and offers connections to dense housing, businesses, social services, and 

employment opportunities. Aurora Avenue has a history of collisions, gaps in pedestrian facilities, 

inconsistent streetscape design, and accessibility barriers that make travel especially difficult for people 

with mobility challenges. 

The last comprehensive Route Development Plan for the Aurora Ave N corridor was published in 

2003, and while recommendations for near-term improvements were included, few improvements were 

made. Aurora Ave N has been a longstanding priority for transportation upgrades that improve safety 

and mobility for all travelers. Among these, there is a strong desire to enhance comfort and access for 

people walking along the corridor, reduce collisions for all users, and improve the quality of transit 

service. 

SDOT recently pursued funding to study safety and mobility improvements in the corridor. In late 2021, 

SDOT was awarded funding through a Pedestrian and Bicycle Program grant from the Washington State 

Department of Transportation (WSDOT).  King County Metro is also contributing funds and partnering 

with SDOT to develop a new comprehensive design vision for the Aurora Ave N corridor and identify 

near-term projects that will advance safety while evaluating upgrade and extension options for the 

RapidRide E Line. 

Project purpose  

Our purpose is to: 

¶ Develop a new design vision for the Aurora Ave N corridor that enhances safety, mobility, and 
accessibility for all travelers.  

¶ Address the needs of residents, businesses, and corridor stakeholders in a unified vision for the 
corridor through an equitable and robust engagement process.  

¶ Consider collision history and safety challenges along the corridor with a focus on addressing the 
most serious collisions and collisions involving vulnerable road users.  

¶ Identify potential transit service improvements and connections (e.g., with nearby light rail 
stations), as well as safety and security improvements (e.g., at transit stops).  

¶ Develop a strategy to construct corridor improvements as resources become available. 

 

https://cdm16977.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p16977coll2/id/3375
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Project area 

 

Á Segment 1: Harrison St to N 38th St 

Á Segment 2: 38th St to Winona Ave N 

Á Segment 3: Winona Ave N to N 85th St  

Á Segment 4: 85th St to N 115th St  

Á Segment 5: 115th St to N 145th St  

Á 145th St to Mountlake Terrace was also 
an area of focus, specifically for the E 
Line assessment 
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Project timeline 

 

Outreach  

The Aurora Ave Project includes community engagement opportunities during each phase of the 

project. Community membersΩ input is key to identify priorities, challenges, and opportunities along 

Aurora Ave N and to weigh in on design alternatives.  

This report summarizes our initial outreach efforts to gather feedback on what different populations and 

stakeholders, within and beyond project area, see as improvement priorities along Aurora Ave N/State 

Route 99 corridor for people who walk, bike, take transit, and drive. Our outreach strategy combined 

both online and in-person communication.    

Additional community feedback will be solicited during the future phases of the Aurora Ave Project to 

shape the future vision of the corridor and transit services. We will consider this feedback alongside 

data and technical recommendations as we develop design options. 

 

 

Community conversations |  Survey |  Door-to-door | Email blast | Tabling sessions | Website 

 

Survey#1
Summer/Fall 2022

We will gather community 
input to inform design

We will present design

options to community
and gather feedback

We will ýnalize

design and announce

Design and Planning
Winter 2023

Share Outcome
Fall 2023

Survey#2
Summer 2023
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Outreach goals 

¶ Listen, gather feedback, and communicate equitably with all project stakeholders. 

¶ Build relationships with residents, businesses, and stakeholders along the corridor that can be 

maintained throughout project planning, design, and construction. 

¶ Collect community input on corridor issues and priorities. 

¶ Hold stakeholder design charrettes to define corridor concept alternatives. 

¶ Solicit community input on corridor concept alternatives. 

¶ Offer opportunities for BIPOC businesses and community members to share ideas, concerns, 

and give feedback through translation, interpretation, and community liaisons.   

Inclusive and equitable engagement 

Inclusivity means providing equal participation access for people who might otherwise be excluded or 

marginalized, such as those with physical disabilities, elders, or minority groups, among others.  

To better understand how to equitably engage populations throughout the project area, we analyzed 

demographic data available from the American Community Survey 2020 (5-year Series: 2016-2020).  

About 84,000 people live along the five segments of the corridor. 35.4% of them live in and around 

Segment 1, specifically around McGraw St & Nickerson St (Table1). Segment 2 represents around 20% of 

the project area population, Segment 3 represents 13.5%, Segment 4 represents 12% and Segment 5 

represents 19% (Exhibit A1). 

 

Photo of community liaison doing in-person outreach. Photo Courtesy of SDOT Flickr  
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Exhibit 1:  population on Aurora Ave Project Area 

 
These five segments are 

multigenerational, with median ages 

ranging from 29 to 50 (Table T1). On 

average the age across the project 

area is 35 years old, with 51% female 

and 49% male (Table T1). Ethnically, 

70% of the project area population 

identifies as white only (Exhibit A3). 

Segments 4 and 5 are more diverse, 

while segments 2 and 3 are 

predominantly white.  

Median household income along the 

corridor in past 12 months (inflation-

adjusted dollars to last year of 5-year 

range) is $105,722.40. Around 

Segment 5, from N 107 St to N 130th 

St, and around Segment 4, from N 

95th St to N 107th St, the median 

income is $55,440.00, 48% less than 

the average of the project area. 

Conversely, around Segment 3, from 

N 50 St to Winona Ave N, and 

Segment 4, from Green Lake Dr N to 

N 85th St, median income is 

$143,089.50, 32% higher than 

average (Table T1). 
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Exhibit A2: project area age and gender 

 

 

Exhibit A3: ethnicity of the population in the project area 

 

 

  






























